Objectives: To assess the diagnostic accuracy of transvaginal ultrasound, aspiration cytology and estradiol content alone and in triad in the discrimination between functional and nonfunctional unilocular ovarian cysts in premenopausal women.
pre-menopausal women with ovarian cysts has proved to be an efficient tool to reduce the number of unnecessary operations and to evaluate the risk of malignancy (4) Estradiol content:
Estradiol was available for assay in 17 cases. In 4 cases the estradiol level was higher than 4000 pg/ml denoting functional cysts and the diagnosis was correct as regard histopathology. In II cases a correct diagnosis of non-functional cysts was obtained when estradiol level was less than 4000 pg/ml. Estradiol level in two hemorrhagic cysts was also higher than 4000 pg/ml, so they were M. EI·Said Ghanem et at 27 classified as functional cysts.
The overall accuracy of E 2 was 88.2%. The 2 acellular smears by cytology were exposed to E 2 assay, which revealed a content of more than 4000 pg/ml in one of them denoting functional cyst. This was proved by histopathology.
The overall accuracy of ultrasound, cytology.
estradiol and VCE triad in the diagnosis of functional and non-functional ovarian cysts:
From and therapeutic approach, is opposed by others because of the high recurrence rate (19, 20) and the theoretical risk of spreading malignancy (21, 22) 
